PREP GARDEN FOR

WASTER
SPRIN

DISGIJISE

LHLII’I[‘THUolﬂIIlII]L u.unvalnrks for a detailed look at stocks, mulual !'unds and nlher Ilshngs throughout the day.

COURIER-POST

Saturday, January 31, 2009 South Jersey's Newspaper 76 cents

Before the thaw

February is the month
for pruning vines, plant-
ing bare root trees, and
starting seedlings. Work
this month sets the stuge
for a glorious garden this
spring and summer.

There are still plenty of
ool days ahead in most lo-
cations, but Febrnary is
the opening act for the gar-
dening vear In most of
Horth Ameriea and Eu-

Attention to the gar-

this month will help

insure its health and vital-

ity in the coming growing
ZRAZON.

Prune vines

After nurturing and en-
rouraging plants through
last year's growing sea-
s0n, it may seem counter-
intuitive to dramaticalily
cut back that growth in
late winter, but the Uni-
versity of Washington Ex-
tension Service savs prum-
ing stimulates vigorous
new growth. In all but the
coldest climates; February
iz a pood time to take out
the pruning shears and
trim grapes, late flowering
clematis, wisteria and in
some locations, roses. The
Extension Service pecom-
mends feeding and mulch-
ing plants after pruning to
provide adequate nuatri-
Ents,

Order seeds,

start seedlings

Peruse the seed cata-
logs, then order flower and
vepetable seeds online.
They will arrive within a
few days. Seeds can be
started in flats or pots us-
ing an enriched potting
s0il. Place plants in a sun-
nv window, greenhotse ar
coid frame, and chock dal-
1y 50 they do not dry out.

Plant fruit trees

and shrubs

Bare root trees and
shrubs are less expensive

in February than they will
be later in the spring when
nursery personnel trans-
fer them to pots. If the sofl
i5 not too wet or frozen,
February & a greattime to
plant. Trees and shrubs
will experience less shock
and be ready to start grow-
ing when the tempera-
tures rise,

Conslder

native plants

Many regions of the
world have experienced
warmer and dryer than
normal summers in recent
years. Wild Ones Notural
Landscapers, an organiz-
tion promoting the use of
L e
) are ¥ o
and sdapted to the local
gollz and climatic condi-
tions. Once established,
nutive species need little
or no frrigation or fertiliz-
er, and are usnally more
resistant to pests and dis-
eazes than non-natives.

Start composting
February is o good time
to start & compost pile.
Whole books have bean
wrtttm explaining how to
turn gerden and Kitchen
wastes into rich organic
maner, Intensive manage-
ment of a compost pile can
bring gratifying results in
a matter of weeks, but the
USDA Natural Resources:
Conservation Services
says all that work Is not
necassary, Eventually all
organic matter decompos-
es, 50 just pile up leaves,
grass clippings and vege-
table wastes from the
kitchen in an out-of-the
way place, and over a peri-
od of several months the
materials will break down
into soil enhancing com-
past,

—Source; wisw. land
scaping sultel0lcom/

article.cfm/gorden_
Jobs_for_fabruary
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ZTOOLBOX
OUTDOORS

Spring is a way's off,
but planning season i
well inderway for the
serious gardener, These
fools may provide more
motivation:

B Heavy-duty Arme-
dillo hoses hove gatva-
hized stea] shells, don't
t or kink and are
ever safe to drink from
Mwsiﬂﬁdmnd
ing on the length, at
wirw.armadillogarden-
hmep:-:nm

‘M The galvanized
soaf) storage hox. $10 at
Smifh & Hawkon,

bd planted in the spring
ag-well for summer
bidoming. Bulbs aver-
e abonit $4 per bulb at
garden and home im-
provement stores.

INTERIORS

e

BRun a dowel rod
through 2 quilt or a
vard of unfinishad fab-
rie In an interesting

pﬁtand hang on the 'mmgwmneﬁ%nmtamﬂﬂmm' W Mare soring gananing tips. Ak fyourlife.
5 W Use the same color easily he appliad o spring gardening
for gecessories — such The best gardeners know itsbetter Ivou haven't soods v
as pillows, & vase and i e . gotlen your et
flowers — throughout a tospring intoaction now, even while.  get o if Burly birds tend to get the best
roomm for & cohesive, fin 1t's still cold outdoore. eelaction, so that means buying now,
ished Tock i Others have leamed the hard way Wit umitil warm weather breaks md

mIf vou like the that procrestination cen prevent you you'll guickly relize you're tod late,
shape but not the color from putting your best flower forwarnd. H yonu'res compiiter sannvy, it's easy
of en accessory on sale, “For the pardenar who likes togar-  tofind seed companies and browso
pint it with two coats den all yeerlong. there's plenty todo,”  through their Web sites and catalogs.
of: matte white spray Sy Miks Devlin, who's bean gardan. “In this hightech age, people are
paint. A collection of ing for Shyears and is now executive visiting Web sites and vou can havea
painted white vases in direetor of the Camden City Garden. Iot Jess paper in your 1ife,” Devlin ex-
varying shapes and siz- Ohhm and Nowr iz a gootd tima to test sofl and
es oreatns instant art. Children's Garden, sharpens a shovel as he prepares to m?"g’gm‘mgw o a

B Usa froch fowers do some winter garden chores. s this That's bigright = e

o bring nature into
wour homs,

g

dr

d

By WILFORD 5. SHAMLIN
Courier-Post Staff

ening

m&“mﬂm??hﬂ';; The more you do now,
e o Jok the less you'll have to do when winter thaws
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Garden/Start preppmg now for spring

Continuod from Page 10

make sare whatever you
plant has the best chance to
grow, Watch out for sandy

Cooperative Extension in
Clementon

“Healthy soil is essential
to a productive plant, so it
pavs to tast espectally if
your results were unim-
pressive kst year,” says an
online gardening gulde pro-
duced by Desmesne.info, an
online company specialing
in home Improvement and
maintenance.

Svil samples can be
turnied into the Rutgers Co-
operative Extension office
in the county where you re-
side and analvred for a
nominal fies,

I you're starting a new
garden, map out the plant-
ing ares exactly as you
want to see it in spring. If
it's an existing garden,
work to restore it by cut-
ting back and removing
dead plants and turning
rimmings into compost.

Devlin believe it's al-
ways sound advice to dis-
card dead material bacause
it could invite insects or
disease,

Camnden Children's Garden Executive Director Mike Deviin trims dead pepper and basil
plants, preparing the space for spring planting.

plants. Prune any vines,
shrubs and tress before
they bud, and do some
weading with the ides that
the more you do now, the
less your workload later.

But experts warn gar-
deners to avoid digging too
early; doing 5o can damage
the sail's structure.

“Hvou plek vp a handfil
of soil, it should fall apart,
not stick together like
gine." according o the Web
site, Flower Gardening

Easy.

i

endangering Made

“When it's dry encugh, nure in preparation for
¥ou can start to dig beds planting.”

and @dd compost or ma-

AS ¥ou prepars your

ndgrmaton: about spring
[ardaning prEpEsticn.

garden for the growing ses-
300, it may be a good time
to assese the condition of

JOHN ZIONEK/Courier-Post

:.r:-l.:r tools. Hmt.. I:u.ut

for new tm\ls or replat:n-
ments.

MNow also {5 a good time
to start growing plants, in
part by forcing bulbs in-
doors under artificial light.

earliest vou can plant any-
thing with & good chancs
for survival. Gardeners can
plant cool-weather vegeta-
hies, such as cabbage, broc-
coli, cauliflower, kale and
collard greens, Devlin savs.

Resch Witlced 5. Shamin 21 (856)
4BE-2473 or wehamilnScoariar-

postaniine.com

Children’s Garden Executive Director Mike Devlin putz the plant

trimmings into the compo=t pile.



